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Deeply Understanding the Original Contribution of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s

Important Exposition on Common Prosperity

LiRan Chen Hairuo
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, P.R.China)

Abstract: General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important exposition on common prosperity makes
contributions with significant originality and brings the CPC’ s understanding of common prosperity
to a new height. In the understanding of “what is common prosperity”, General Secretary Xi Jinping
makes a scientific and contemporary interpretation of common prosperity, which opens up a new
realm in the understanding of common prosperity’ s connotation. Firstly, General Secretary Xi
Jinping clarifies the strategic steps and measurement indicators of common prosperity, accomplishing
a historic leap which turns common prosperity from a theoretical blueprint into a strategic objective.
Secondly, he reveals the unity between common prosperity and people’s well-rounded development,
making the connotation of common prosperity enriched and developed. Thirdly, he clarifies the
major misunderstandings on common prosperity kept by some Party members and non-Party
members. Common prosperity is neither a prosperity for minority, nor is rigid egalitarianism;
common prosperity is not a “welfarism”; common prosperity is not a simultaneous prosperity. In the
understanding of “why to achieve common prosperity”, General Secretary Xi Jinping stands on the
overall level of governance and reveals the great significance of solid progress in promoting common
prosperity in the new era with a broad vision. From the perspective of the relationship between
common prosperity and modernization, common prosperity is an important feature and essential
requirement of the Chinese path to modernization; from the perspective of the relationship between
common prosperity and socialism, common prosperity is the core requirement of socialism; from the
perspective of the relationship between common prosperity and economic development, common
prosperity is the starting point and foothold of economic development; from the perspective of the
relationship between common prosperity and the leadership of the Party, common prosperity is a
major political concern for consolidating the foundation of the Party’s governance. In the
understanding of “how to achieve common prosperity”, General Secretary Xi Jinping systematically
discusses the productive foundation and institutional arrangements for common prosperity,
effectively solving the major practical problem of solid progress in promoting common prosperity in
the new development stage. From the perspective of productivity basis, it is necessary to promote
common prosperity through high-quality development, in order to solve the problem of making the
cake bigger and better. From the perspective of institutional arrangements, it is necessary to properly
handle the relationship between efficiency and fairness, in order to solve the problem of cutting and
distributing the cake better. General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important exposition on common
prosperity not only brings the CPC’s understanding of common prosperity to a new level, but also
provides a fundamental position, political guidance, and action program for solid progress in
promoting common prosperity in the new development stage. As a developing theoretical system, it
constantly makes new developments in the process of combining with practice, responding to
problems in practice, and will lead the process of making new breakthroughs in common prosperity in
the future.

Keywords: Common prosperity; Chinese path to modernization; Theoretical innovations of Marxism
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